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Section I:  INTRODUCTION 

System Purposes  

The Education Accountability Act of 1998, as last amended by Act 94 of 2017, provides the 

foundation and requirements for the South Carolina accountability system for public schools and 

school districts. The enabling legislation includes the following preamble and purposes: 

§ 59-18-100. The General Assembly finds that South Carolinians have a commitment to 

public education and a conviction that high expectations for all students are vital 

components for improving academic achievement. It is the purpose of the General 

Assembly in this chapter to establish a performance-based accountability system for 

public education which focuses on improving teaching and learning so that students are 

equipped with a strong academic foundation. Moreover, to meet the Profile of the South 

Carolina Graduate, all students graduating from public high schools in this State should 

have the knowledge, skills, and opportunity to be college ready, career ready, and life 

ready for success in the global, digital, and knowledge-based world of the twenty-first 

century as provided in Section 59-1-50. All graduates should have the opportunity to 

qualify for and be prepared to succeed in entry-level, credit-bearing college courses, 

without the need for remedial coursework, postsecondary job training, or significant on-

the-job training. Accountability, as defined by this chapter, means acceptance of the 

responsibility for improving student performance and taking actions to improve classroom 

practice and school performance by the Governor, the General Assembly, the State 

Department of Education, colleges and universities, local school boards, administrators, 

teachers, parents, students, and the community. 

The expressed goal of the accountability system is to improve teaching and learning so that all 

students are equipped with a strong academic foundation and to ensure that all students graduate 

with the world-class knowledge, skills, and characteristics as defined by the Profile of the South 

Carolina Graduate. The accountability system is designed to promote high levels of student 

achievement through strong and effective schools. 

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t59c018.php
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State law defines the purpose and elements of the annual report card: 

ǒ The report card is ña performance indicator system that is logical, reasonable, fair, challenging, 

and technically defensible, which furnishes clear and specific information about school and 

district academic performance and other performance to parents and the publicò (Section 59-

18-110(2)) 

ǒ The report card must be:  

a comprehensive, web based, annual report card to report on the performance for the 

State and for individual primary, elementary, middle, high schools, career centers, and 

school districts of the State. The comprehensive report card must be in a reader friendly 

format, using graphics whenever possible, published on the state, district, and school 

websites, and, upon request, printed by the school districts. The schoolôs rating must be 

emphasized and an explanation of its meaning and significance for the school also must 

be reported. The annual report card must serve at least six purposes: 

(1) inform parents and the public about the schoolôs performance including, but not 

limited to, that on the home page of the report there must be each schoolôs overall 

performance rating in a font size larger than twenty six and the total number of 

points the school achieved on a zero to one hundred scale; 

(2) assist in addressing the strengths and weaknesses within a particular school; 
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(3) recognize schools with high performance; 

(4) evaluate and focus resources on schools with low performance; 

(5) meet federal report card requirements; and 

(6) document the preparedness of high school graduates for college and career. (S.C. 

Code § 59-18-900(A)) 

ǒ The report card must include: 

a comprehensive set of performance indicators with information on comparisons, trends, 

needs, and performance over time which is helpful to parents and the public in evaluating the 

school. In addition, the comprehensive report card must include indicators that meet federal 

law requirements. Special efforts are to be made to ensure that the information contained in 

the report card is provided in an easily understood manner and a reader friendly format. This 

information should also provide a context for the performance of the school. Where 

appropriate, the data should yield disaggregated results to schools and districts in planning 

for improvement. The report card should include information in such areas as programs and 

curriculum, school leadership, community and parent support, faculty qualifications, 

evaluations of the school by parents, teachers, and students. In addition, the report card must 

contain other criteria including, but not limited to, information on promotion and retention 

ratios, disciplinary climate, dropout ratios, dropout reduction data, dropout retention data, 

access to technology, student and teacher ratios, and attendance data. (S.C. Code § 59-18-

900(D)) 

The accountability system must also meet the federal requirements of the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), as reauthorized by the Every Student Succeeds Act 

(ESSA) of 2015 and South Carolinaôs ESSA Consolidated State plan which was approved on May 

3, 2018. A link to South Carolinaôs approved ESSA Plan is available online at 

https://www.ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/every-student-succeeds-act-essa/. A 

summary of the federal requirements in ESSA and how South Carolina chose to meet the 

requirements are below.  

ǒ The ESSA was enacted December 10, 2015. This reauthorization of the ESEA allows states 

greater flexibility in designing the school accountability system mandated under federal law. 

South Carolina used this opportunity to combine existing state and federal accountability 

requirements into one cohesive system.  

ǒ Section 1111 of the ESSA outlines the federal accountability requirements, and South 

Carolinaôs accountability system and Report Card are designed to address those 

requirements. 

https://tinyurl.com/yb5zjmeq
https://tinyurl.com/yb5zjmeq
https://www.ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/every-student-succeeds-act-essa/
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The federal accountability system must contain the following ele ments by school level:  

Elementary and Middle Schools  

ǒ Academic Achievement:  based on federally required English and mathematics 

assessments. The SC READY assessments meet the federal mandate for testing students 

in English Language Arts (ELA) and Math.  

ǒ Student Growth or another Academic indicator:  Because of state law, a value-added 

system is used to describe growth.  

ǒ Progress in a chieving English Proficiency:  South Carolina has designed a set of 

interim targets to recognize Multilingual Learners who make progress toward becoming 

proficient (or have become proficient) in English within a five-year timeframe. 

ǒ At least one indicator of school quality or student success  (SQSS): South Carolina 

uses two SQSS metrics for elementary and middle schools. Science proficiency is used 

as a student success metric and teacher and student perceptions of school climate are 

used as a school quality metric. 

High Schools  

ǒ Academic Achievement and Student Growth:  South Carolina chose not to include 

student growth for high school students. Academic Achievement must be based on the 

federally required English and mathematics high school assessments. The end-of-course 

tests administered in Algebra 1 and English 2 meet the federal mandate for testing 

students in ELA and Math.  

ǒ The four -year adjusted graduation rate and at the stateôs discretion, an extended 

year graduation rate . South Carolina does not collect or report an extended year 

graduation rate as defined in ESSA. The state will report the four-year adjusted graduation 

rate and a five-year student success rate as an indicator of school quality or student 

success. 

ǒ Progress in achieving English Proficiency : South Carolina has designed a set of 

interim targets to recognize Multilingual Learners who make progress toward becoming 

proficient (or have become proficient) in English within a five-year timeframe.  

ǒ At least one indicator of school quality or student success  (SQSS): South Carolina 

uses multiple SQSS metrics for high schools. Rates of proficiency on science and social 

studies end-of-course assessments, rates of college and career readiness, teacher and 

student perceptions of school climate, percent of first-year students on-track for 

graduation, and a five-year student success rate are used as SQSS metrics. 

Components of the System  

Academic Achievement : The level of a school's academic performance in the areas of English 

Language Arts (ELA) and mathematics based on the SC READY assessment results in grades 3 

through 8, South Carolina Alternative Assessment (SC ALT) results for students with significant 

cognitive disabilities in grades 3-8 and high school, and end-of-course assessment results in 

Algebra 1 and English 2 for the high school End-of-Course Examination Program (EOCEP). This 

indicator applies to all elementary, middle, and high schools.  
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Preparing for Success : This indicator captures the level of a school's academic performance in 

Science and Social Studies. The assessments that factor into the indicator are: SC READY 

Science in grades 4 and 6; end-of-course assessments in Biology 1 and US History and the 

Constitution; and South Carolina Alternate Assessments in science or social sciences for students 

with significant cognitive disabilities. This indicator applies to elementary, middle, and high 

schools.  

Multilingual Learners ô Progress: (previously called English Learnersô Progress) This indicator 

measures how well students who are not initially proficient in English are learning the English 

language. ESSA requires states to measure the progress of Multilingual Learners (MLs) towards 

proficiency in English. This indicator applies to elementary, middle, and high schools.  

Student Progress : The year-over-year achievement gains (or academic progress) in ELA and 

mathematics of all students in Grades 4 ï 8 is compared to individualized growth targets which 

represent meaningful and measurable progress toward proficiency on grade-level standards. This 

indicator applies to elementary and middle schools. 

Graduation Rate : This indicator measures the four-year adjusted cohort graduation rate, which 

is the percentage of students who graduate within four full years after beginning high school, 

adjusted for students who transfer in or out of the cohort. This indicator applies only to high 

schools.  

High School Student Success : This indicator measures the degree to which high school 

students are experiencing success at the high school, either by accumulating credits at a pace 

that puts them on track to graduate within four years, or by obtaining a successful high school 

outcome within five years. This indicator applies only to high schools. 

College & Career Readiness : Using various metrics, this indicator measures the percent of 

students in a high schoolôs graduation cohort who are college or career ready. This indicator 

applies only to high schools. 

School Climate : This indicator captures teachersô and studentsô perceptions of the schoolôs 

climate and quality as reported on the South Carolina School Climate survey, which has been 

given to teachers, students, and families in the state for more than 20 years. This indicator applies 

to elementary, middle, and high schools. 

Additionally , data will be reported at the school , district , and state  level s in the following 

areas, which will NOT receive a Rating . The specific data reporting elements are noted in 

later sections , are defined in Appendix  A, and include ESSA reporting requirements.  

Nation's Report Card (NAEP) : The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is 

designed to measure what students across the nation know and can do in 10 subject areas, 

including mathematics, reading, science, writing, the arts, civics, economics, geography, and U.S. 
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history. The main NAEP tests selected samples of the student population in grades 4, 8 and 12. 

Long-term trend assessments are given to samples of students ages 9, 13, and 17. 

State Goals : Federal law requires that each report card include the stateôs long-term goals and 

measurements of interim progress for all students and defined subgroups of students. This 

section reports the long-term goals and performance of all students, and information on subgroup 

performance shall be made available in the "Download Data" section of the main report card page, 

currently located at www.screportcards.com. 

School Improvement : District and State report cards shall include a list of schools identified for 

Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) as well as those identified for Additional 

Targeted Support and Improvement (ATSI). CSI schools are defined as Title I schools performing 

at or below the 5th percentile of all Title I schools in the state and any high school with a graduation 

rate below 70%. ATSI schools are defined as any school with one or more subgroup of students 

performing at or below the 5th percentile of the highest performing Comprehensive Support and 

Improvement (CSI) school in the state. 

Classroom Environment: Data will be reported that include but are not limited to number of 

teachers in school, average teacher salary, percentage of teachers with advanced degrees, 

principalôs years in a school, and percent of classrooms with wireless access.  

Student Safety: Data will be reported based on the data submitted by the district for the current 

school year in the Incident Management System. Data submitted for the U.S. Department of 

Education will be provided as a separate data file. 

Financial Data: Data will be reported that include but are not limited to per pupil expenditures, 

percentage of expenditures for instruction, and percentage of total expenditures for teacher 

salaries. 

Changes from the 202 2-2023 Accountability Manual  

Points for School Performance Ratings : Points for school performance ratings have been 

updated in Table 1 to reflect the inclusion of the new High School Student Success indicator. 

Subheadings  added to  Section III  front matter : Subheadings have been added to the opening 

pages of Section III: INDICATORS to simplify navigation to and reference of this content. 

Expanded and clarified information on Recently Arrived Multil ingual Learners  (MLs): The 

section that defines Recently Arrived MLs has been expanded and the examples to illustrate how 

Recently Arrived MLs are incorporated into accountability in Elementary, Middle, and High 

Schools have been clarified. The example given for a Recently Arrived High School ML has been 

specifically constructed to highlight the appropriate use of the 9GR for Recently Arrived MLs in 

High School. 
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Clarified 9GR definition and procedures:  The INDICATOR: Graduation Rate section now 

includes a more detailed definition of the ninth-grade code (9GR) which now specifies that the 

9GR is used to measure four years within US High Schools for the calculation of the federally 

required four-year adjusted cohort graduation rate. 

Added -Value Growth Model (AVGM) fully implemented for Student Progress indicator : 

South Carolina has now fully transitioned to the AVGM, a norm-referenced value-added model, 

for the calculation of Student Progress for Elementary and Middle Schools. 

High School Student Success  indicato r: The First Year On Track to Graduate (1YOTG) metric 

and the Five Year Student Success Rate (5YSSR) metric shall be scored this year in the new HS 

Student Success indicator. As part of their gradual roll-out, the Second Year On Track to Graduate 

(2YOTG) metric will be reported on 2024 Report Cards, but will not be scored until 2025 Report 

Cards. 
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Section II: SCHOOL REPORT CARDS  

Identification of School/Program Units for Report Card s 

Report Cards shall be issued for each school and district, to include the following: 

ǒ Each K-12 school assigned a School Identification Number (SIDN) by the South Carolina 

Department of Education (SCDE) that has been operational for at least one academic year 

will receive a School Report Card.  

ǒ Each special school operating under the auspices of the State of South Carolina, including 

those operated by the Department of Juvenile Justice, the Governor's School for the Arts and 

Humanities, the Governor's School for Science and Mathematics, the Palmetto Unified School 

District, and the S.C. School for the Deaf and the Blind will receive Report Cards based on the 

student populations they serve.  

ǒ A typical elementary school is defined as containing prekindergarten and/or kindergarten 

through grade five; a typical middle school, as grades six through eight; and a typical high 

school, as grades nine through twelve. Any school that includes one grade on either side of 

the typical pattern will be viewed as part of that organizational pattern. For example, if a school 

includes prekindergarten and/or kindergarten through grade six, it will be considered 

elementary. If a school includes grades five through nine, it will be considered a middle school. 

If a school includes two or more grades on either side of the typical pattern (e.g., grades four 

through eight), multiple Report Cards will be produced (one for each of the typical school types 

for which the school serves at least two grades). Due to the differences in data included in 

Ratings for high schools, any school that contains grade ten and crosses organizational 

patterns will require at least two Report Cards. 

Schools Outside of the Typical P atterns  

ǒ Schools containing only 5th grade will receive an elementary Report Card. Schools containing 

only 6th grade will receive a middle school Report Card. Ninth grade academies will not 

receive separate Report Cards; rather, the students they serve will be merged with the 

appropriate high school. Schools with grade span of 5-6 will receive an elementary Report 

Card. 

ǒ Building high schools (i.e., high schools without a 12th grade) wonôt receive an overall Rating 

or indicator ratings.  

ǒ Schools with fewer than 20 students tested will not receive an overall Rating. (Each indicator 

has rules related to group or N-size.)  

ǒ Multiple Report Cards for a school crossing two or more organizational levels (elementary, 

middle, or high) will be issued only if there are 20 or more students in each organizational level 

to meet the criteria for reporting disaggregated data. When multiple Report Cards are issued 

for a school, data elements that are specific to the different grade levels may be different. All 

other data elements will be identical. In a school with grades seven through twelve, for 

example, the Report Card for grades seven and eight will include a measure of student 

progress, while the Report Card for grades nine through twelve will include a measure of the 
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graduation rate. Other data, such as attendance rates, will be identical on the two Report 

Cards. Each Report Card will contain unique measures for each indicator to the extent that 

the methods that are adopted for those Ratings depend on data that are routinely collected by 

grade level. If data that are not routinely collected by grade level are used to construct or to 

interpret the Ratings, then identical information for these data will appear on all Report Cards 

issued for the school. 

Report Cards for Primary Schools  

For the 2022-23 school year, the Report Cards for primary schools will contain the following 

information. The categories for reported information are the same as the indicators reported on 

for elementary schools. 

Category  Data Reported  

Academic Achievement  ¶ Prime instructional time 

¶ 3rd grade SC READY Scores in ELA and mathematics if the 
school has a 3rd grade 

Preparing for Success  ¶ Results of Kindergarten Readiness Assessment (KRA) 
results by state, school district and school with domain 
scale score means and standard deviations reported. 

¶ Percentage of Students on track for 3rd grade success 
(where available): 

o Number and percentage of 2nd grade students who 
are on track to be reading on a 3rd grade level; 

o Number and percentage of 2nd grade students who 
are on track to be meeting state standards in 
mathematics at the end of 3rd grade; and 

o Number and percentage of 1st grade students who 
are on track to be reading on a 2nd grade level and 
who are on track to be meeting state standards in 
mathematics by 2nd grade 

Multilingual Learners ' 

Proficiency Progress  

Percentage of Multilingual Learners who achieved proficiency 

targets 

¶ Number students who met proficiency targets; 

¶ Number of students who were assessed; and 

¶ Number of students receiving ELP services 

School Climate  ¶ Chronic absenteeism rate for students 

¶ Percentage of students with 1:1 capabilities 

¶ Applicable SC School Climate Survey items 
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Category  Data Reported  

Classroom Environment  Teacher or Classroom Data: 

¶ Total number of teachers 

¶ Percentage of teachers certified 

¶ Percentage of teachers with advanced degrees (above 
bachelorôs degree) 

¶ Average teacher salary 

¶ Continuing contract status ï Percentage of teachers in 
school with continuing contract status 

¶ Number and percentage of Inexperienced teachers 

¶ Number and percentage of Out-of-Field teachers 

¶ Percentage of classroom teacher returning to the 
school/district from the previous school year reported for a 
three-year period and for a one-year period 

¶ Teacher vacancies unfilled for more than 9 weeks ï 
percentage of teaching positions that remain unfilled for 
more than 9 weeks 

¶ Number and percentage of teachers who have received 
Read to Succeed certification 

¶ Percentage of classrooms with wireless access defined to 
ensure all students in the classroom can access wireless 

¶ Length of time the principal has been at the school as 
school leader 

Student Safety  

 

¶ Percentage of student population involved in incidents by 
type below. The data will be the 2020-21 Incident 
Management data. Other data reported out with the delay 
based on a directive from the U.S. Department of 
Education will be available as a downloadable file 

Data must be disaggregated by: 

1. In-School suspensions 
2. Out-of-school suspensions 
3. Expulsions  
4. School-related arrests 
5. Referrals to law enforcement 
6. Incidents of bullying and harassment 
7. Incidents of violence, which include 

a. Incidents involving a firearm 
b. Homicides 
c. Rape or attempted rape 
d. Sexual assaults (not rape) 
e. Robbery without a weapon 
f. Physical attack with a firearm or explosive 
g. Physical attack without a weapon 
h. Threats of physical attack with a firearm or 

explosive 
i. Threats of physical attack without a weapon 
j. Incidents of possession of a firearm or explosive 
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Points for School Performance Ratings  

Pursuant to Section 59-18-120, each school will receive an overall Rating based on a 100-point 

scale. The 100 Rating Points are earned across various indicators. The indicators for elementary 

and middle schools are: Academic Achievement, Preparing for Success, Student Progress, 

School Climate, and Multilingual Learnersô Progress. The indicators for high schools are: 

Academic Achievement, Preparing for Success, Graduation Rate, High School Student Success, 

School Climate, College & Career Readiness, and Multilingual Learnersô Progress. To receive a 

Rating for each indicator, a school must have data for that indicator from 20 or more students.  

Table 1 
Available Rating Points for Schools by School Type 

Indicator  Elementary / Middle Schools  High Schools  

Academic Achievement 35 25 

Student Progress  35 ð 

Preparing for Success 10 10 

School Climate 10 5 

Multilingual Learnersô Progress 10 10 

Graduation Rate ð 19 

High School Student Success ð 12 

College & Career Readiness ð 19 

Total:  100 100 

Note: ð = Not applicable. 

If an Elementary or Middle School has fewer than 20 students on which to base an indicator, then 

the points associated with the rating it cannot receive will be reassigned equally to the Academic 

Achievement and Student Progress indicators. If a High School has fewer than 20 students on 

which to base an indicator, then the points associated with the rating it cannot receive will be 

reassigned equally to the Academic Achievement and Graduation Rate indicators.  

Consider the example of a Middle School that has only 12 Multilingual Learners enrolled. That 

school could not receive a rating for Multilingual Learnersô Progress and the 10 points associated 

with that indicator would be split between Academic Achievement and Student Progress. The 

rating for Academic Achievement would be calculated on a 35-point scale and the Rating 

determined normally according to Table 4 in this manual. Similarly, Student Progress would be 

calculated and rated according to Table 16 on its normal 35-point scale. Since each of these 

indicators will be worth an additional 5 points in the schoolôs Overall Rating (i.e., splitting the points 

associated with the rating it cannot receive evenly between the two Federally required indicators), 

the Rating Points earned on each of these indicators will be multiplied by τπσυ (i.e., divide the 

points earned for Academic Achievement and Student Progress by the original point value of 

those indicators and multiply the quotient by the new point value of those indicators) before being 

included in the Total Rating Points to be compared to Table 2 below. If the Middle School in 

question only served students in Grades 7 & 8, then the school would also not have a population 



20 

of students who take the SC READY Science test in Grade 6 and could not receive the points or 

rating associated with Preparing for Success, either. In this case, the Academic Achievement and 

Student Progress indicators would both be worth 45 points, which is equal to the 35 points 

indicated in Table 1, plus half of the points associated with Multilingual Learnersô Progress (i.e., 

ρπ
ς υ), plus half of the points associated with Preparing for Success (i.e., also ρπς υ). In 

this case, the Rating Points earned on each of these indicators will be multiplied by τυσυ before 

being included in the Total Rating Points to be compared to Table 2 below. Therefore, when a 

school does not receive one of the other ratings, multiply the points that the school has earned 

for Academic Achievement and the other Federally required indicator (Student Progress for 

Elementary and Middle Schools, and Graduation Rate for High Schools) by the new point value 

of that indicator divided by the original point value of that indicator before adding them to the 

points earned on other indicators and comparing it to the values shown in Table 2. 

For each Rating, a range of Total Rating Points was established based on historically observed 

results obtained from the 2015-16 and 2016-17 academic years. Table 2 documents the range of 

unrounded Total Rating Points for each Rating. The ranges of Total Rating Points that define 

each Rating will remain constant until the next review of the accountability system is conducted. 

Table 2 
Total Rating Point Ranges for Overall Ratings by School Type 

Overall Rating  Elementary  Middle  High  

Excellent 61.00 ï 100.00 56.00 ï100.00 67.00 ï100.00 

Good 53.00 ï 60.99 48.00 ï55.99 60.00 ï66.99 

Average 42.00 ï 52.99 36.00 ï47.99 51.00 ï59.99 

Below Average 34.00 ï 41.99 29.00 ï35.99 40.00 ï50.99 

Unsatisfactory 0.00 ï 33.99 0.00 ï28.99 0.00 ï39.99 

Note: Per the requirements of ESSA section 1111(h)(1)(E)(i), if a school tests fewer than 95% 
of eligible students in ELA or Mathematics, then the schoolôs Rating for Academic Achievement 
shall be reduced by one Rating level and the school shall not be eligible for the highest overall 
Rating level. 
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Section III: INDICATORS 

Federally Required Disaggregation and Reporting of Subgroups  

Section 1111(c)(4)(B) of ESSA maintains the requirement that all accountability indicators (with 

the exception of English language proficiency progress, which is only reported for MLs) be 

reported for all students, as well as disaggregated and displayed separately for the following 

subgroups of students (defined in section 1111(b)(2)): students from major racial and ethnic 

groups, economically-disadvantaged students (as compared to students who are not 

economically disadvantaged), children with disabilities (as compared to children without 

disabilities), and MLs.  

ESSA provides additional specific subgroups of students for whom certain indicators must also 

be reported separately. Section 1111(b)(2)(B)(xi) requires academic achievement test results to 

be disaggregated by student gender and migrant status, in addition to the subgroups defined in 

section 1111(b)(2). Additional disaggregation requirements for specific report card indicators are 

described in the subsections of 1111(h)(1)(C) dealing specifically with each indicator. These 

details will be provided in the applicable section of this accountability manual. Specific definitions 

of each reportable subgroup including details about how subgroup membership is indicated in the 

Student Information System (SIS) are contained in the Subgroup Coding for Accountability section 

of Appendix A. 

ESSA provides an exception to the requirement for disaggregation when the number of students 

in a subgroup is either too small to provide statistically reliable information or so small as to reveal 

personally identifiable information about an individual student. Thus, the results of a subgroup 

containing fewer than 20 students shall not be reported in South Carolina. 

Recently Arrived Multilingual Learners (MLs)  

Section 1111(b)(3)(A)(ii) of ESSA provides accountability exceptions for MLs born somewhere 

other than one of the 50 United States, DC, or Puerto Rico and who have recently arrived in US 

schools. Per those requirements, recently arrived MLs will participate in all relevant achievement 

testing regardless of when they initially arrived in US schools. During the first 12 months after 

their initial arrival in US schools, MLs enrolled in Elementary and Middle Schools shall participate 

in all relevant achievement testing and shall be included in the Multilingual Learnersô Progress 

indicator, but shall be excluded from both the numerator and the denominator of the Academic 

Achievement, Preparing for Success, and Student Progress indicators, and they shall be excluded 

from the School Climate indicator if the Student School Climate Survey could not be offered in 

their home language. During their second year of enrollment in US schools, MLs shall be included 

in the Multilingual Learnersô Progress, Student Progress, and School Climate indicators but shall 

be excluded from the Academic Achievement and Preparing for Success indicators. During their 

third year of enrollment in US schools and each subsequent year, MLs shall no longer be excluded 

from any accountability indicators based on the date of their initial enrollment in US schools.  
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During the first 12 months after their initial arrival in US schools, MLs enrolled in High Schools 

shall participate in all relevant achievement testing and shall be included in the Multilingual 

Learnersô Progress indicator, but shall be excluded from both the numerator and the denominator 

of the Academic Achievement, Preparing for Success, Student Progress and High School Student 

Success indicators, and they shall be excluded from the School Climate indicator if the Student 

School Climate Survey could not be offered in their home language. During their second year of 

enrollment in US schools, High School MLs shall be included in the Multilingual Learnersô 

Progress, Student Progress, School Climate, and High School Student Success indicators but 

shall be excluded from the Academic Achievement and Preparing for Success indicators. During 

their third year of enrollment in US schools and each subsequent year, MLs shall no longer be 

excluded from any accountability indicators based on the date of their initial enrollment in US 

schools. Examples follow to illustrate these guidelines. 

Elementary / Middle School Example s for Recently Arrived MLs  

Four our first example, imagine Alina, a nine-year-old ML born outside the United States, who is 

not initially proficient with the English language at the time of enrollment, and who enrolls in US 

schools for the first time in South Carolina during January. Recently arrived MLs should be placed 

in the educational setting that is most appropriate for the student based on available educational 

records and placement with same-aged peers. Therefore, Alina will likely be placed in a third-

grade classroom with other nine-year-old students and will receive whatever educational supports 

and interventions are typically provided in her school and district for MLs at her demonstrated 

level of English language proficiency. Because flexibility for recently arrived MLs in South Carolina 

does not excuse any testing, Alina would take the third grade SC READY in ELA and Mathematics 

and would complete the WIDA ACCESS for ELLs. She is welcome to take the Student School 

Climate Survey, particularly if it can be offered in her home language but would not be included 

in any of the indicators described in this manual because she would not meet the continuous 

enrollment requirement (i.e., because she has not been continuously enrolled at the school from 

the 45th day of school to the date of testing). The scores obtained would be used to inform 

instruction and to set a baseline for future indicators. After completing her fourth-grade year, she 

would be included in the Multilingual Learnersô Progress indicator, the Student Progress indicator, 

and the School Climate indicator but would not be included in Academic Achievement or 

Preparing for Success because the date of her initial enrollment in US schools is less than 24 

months prior to the date of testing. After completing her fifth-grade year, Alina would be included 

in all relevant accountability indicators, since the date of her initial enrollment in US schools is 

more than 24 months prior to the administration of any achievement tests used for accountability. 

These guidelines apply the same way for students in Middle School. For this example, letôs 

imagine that Amani, who is eleven years old, was born outside the US, is not initially proficient in 

the English language at the time of enrollment, and enrolls for the first time in US schools in South 

Carolina during the first week of the school year as a sixth-grade student. Amani would be placed 

in the courses most appropriate for him given his age and educational records. Because he meets 

the continuous enrollment requirement for Middle School indicators, Amani would be included in 

the Multilingual Learnersô Progress indicator and would be excluded from the School Climate 
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indicator only if the Student School Climate Survey is not offered in his home language. He would 

be excluded from all other Report Card indicators for his school for his sixth-grade year. For 

seventh grade, Amani would be included in the Multilingual Learnersô Progress indicator, the 

Student Progress indicator, and the School Climate indicator but would not be included in 

Academic Achievement or Preparing for Success because the date of his initial enrollment in US 

schools is less than 24 months prior to the date of testing. Then, during Amaniôs eighth grade 

year, he will be included normally in all Report Card indicators. 

High School Example for a Recently Arrived ML  

The guidelines for High School aged Recently Arrived MLs follow the same principles as the 

guidelines for Elementary and Middle School aged Recently Arrived MLs, with the additional 

consideration of the assignment of the graduation cohort (represented by the ninth-grade code, 

or 9GR). Per the information given in the Graduation Rate section, a student is initially added to 

the four-year graduation cohort on the 45th day of their first year in a US High School (note that 

this procedure is the same for all students and not just for recently arrived MLs or immigrant 

students). Since the High School Student Success, Graduation Rate, and College & Career 

Readiness indicators are all based on the 9GR, Recently Arrived High School MLs might not be 

included in these indicators at the same time as their same-aged peers. 

Consider the example of Anatoly, a 17-year-old student born outside the US who enrolls for the 

first time in a US High School in South Carolina in November of 2023. Regardless of the district 

in question, Anatoly has enrolled after the 45th day of the 2023-24 school year and will be assigned 

to 9GR = 25 on the 45th day of the 2024-25 school year (see the this section). To the extent 

possible, Anatoly will be placed in classes with similar-aged peers (e.g., in a homeroom, electives, 

lunch period, etc. with old 17 year-old students) and decisions about specific course enrollments 

and progressions shall be made based on the best available data (such as transcripts and 

assessment records) to allow Anatoly to complete the requirements for a regular high school 

diploma within four years.  

During the 2023-24 school year, Anatoly is not included in the Multilingual Learnersô Progress 

indicator because he does not meet the continuous enrollment requirement for that indicator. If 

he had he enrolled prior to the 45th day, then he would be included in this indicator during his first 

year of enrollment in a US High School. Anatoly is also welcome to take the 2023-24 Student 

School Climate Survey, particularly if it can be offered in his home language but would not be 

included in the School Climate indicator because he was not continuously enrolled at the High 

School from the 45th day to administration of the survey. Similarly, if Anatoly had enrolled prior to 

the 45th day, then he would be included in the School Climate indicator only if the survey could 

be offered in his home language.  If Anatoly completes Algebra 1, English 2, Biology 1, or US 

History and the Constitution during the 2023-24 or 2024-25 school years, then he would not be 

included in the Academic Achievement or Preparing for Success indicators because the date of 

testing was within 24 months of his initial enrollment in US schools. However, if he took any of 

those courses (and their associated EOCEP exam) during the 2025-26 school year or later, then 

he would be included in the calculation of the indicator for the High School. 
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Note that, since Anatoly arrived after the 45th day and has not been assigned to 9GR = 24 (he 

technically does not have a 9GR code), he shall not be included in the High School Student 

Success indicator for the 2024 Report Cards. Anatoly will also be excluded from the High School 

Student Success indicator for the 2024-25 school year, since he has been assigned 9GR = 25 

(which would normally include him in the 1YOTG metric for the 2025 Report Cards). Recently 

Arrived Multilingual Learners shall be excluded from the First Year On Track to Graduate (1YOTG) 

metric because it represents their first year in a US High School. He will be included normally in 

all Report Card Indicators for 2026 Report Cards and 2027 Report Cards (for which he will be 

included in the Multilingual Learnersô Progress indicator, the School Climate indicator, the High 

School Student Success indicator (as part of the Second Year On Track to Graduate and Third 

Year On Track to Graduate metrics), and might be included in the Academic Achievement or 

Preparing for Success indicators depending on whether he takes the EOCEP courses). Because 

the Graduation Rate and College & Career Readiness indicators are based on the four-year 

graduation cohort, Anatoly will be included in both indicators for 2028 Report Cards, in addition 

to the Multilingual Learnersô Progress and School Climate indicators. Finally, Anatoly will also be 

included in the Five-Year Student Success Rate (5YSSR) metric for 2029 Report Cards. 
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INDICATOR: Academic Achievement  

School Level: Elementary & Middle  

For each ELA and Mathematics academic achievement test (i.e., SC READY and SC ALT) 

administered to students at the school (or within the district or state, as appropriate for comparison 

metrics or for district or state report cards), aggregated scores are reported in two ways. First, the 

percent of students who meet or exceed expectations are reported along with the number of 

students who meet or exceed expectations displayed as the numerator of a fraction with the total 

number of students included in the indicator displayed in the denominator.  

Second, the percent of all students who score at each separate achievement level (whether that 

achievement level was demonstrated via the SC READY or SC ALT) will be reported along with 

the percent of students eligible to take the achievement test in question who were not tested. 

Each of the percentages displayed in this second, more detailed report (including the percent not 

tested) will be accompanied the number of students who scored at the achievement level in 

question (or the number of students not tested) displayed as the numerator of a fraction with the 

total number of students included in the indicator displayed in the denominator.  

As required by ESSA sections 1111(h)(1)(C)(ii) and 1111(h)(1)(C)(vii), percentages and numbers 

of students who meet or exceed expectations on academic assessments and who score at each 

separate achievement level on academic assessments (including the number and percent of 

students not tested) shall be reported in the format described for all students included in the 

indicator, as well as disaggregated for students from major racial and ethnic groups, 

economically-disadvantaged students (as compared to students who are not economically 

disadvantaged), children with disabilities (as compared to children without disabilities), 

Multilingual Learners (MLs), students by gender, migrant students, students identified as 

homeless, students in foster care, and students with a parent or guardian who is a member of the 

Armed Forces (as defined in section 101(a)(4) of Title 10, United States Code). 

All fractions reporting scores for all students included in this indicator (for either test included in 

the indicator) are expected to have the same denominator, including the percent of all students 

who meet or exceed expectations, the percent of all students who score at each separate 

achievement level, as well as the percent of all students Not Tested. Fractions reporting the 

achievement of subgroups of students may not sum to the total number of all students included 

in the indicator for each test as subgroups containing fewer than 20 students shall not be reported. 

Total Rating Points  Available for the Indicator : 

35 points  
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What Students are Included in the Indicator:  

ǒ School:  All students who are enrolled at the school in the content area and grade level 

assessed from the 45th day of the school year and on the 160th day of the school year, with 

no break in enrollment, regardless of whether the student took the assessment(s) in question, 

are included in the denominator for the calculation of school indicators. 

ǒ District : All students who are enrolled in the district in the content area and grade level 

assessed from the 45th day of the school year and on the 160th day of the school year, with 

no break in enrollment in the district, regardless of whether the student transferred between 

two or more schools within the district (including Residential Treatment Facilities and Group 

Homes) and regardless of whether the student took the test in question, are included in the 

denominator for the calculation of district indicators for comparison metrics or for district report 

cards. 

ǒ State: All students who are enrolled in the state in the content area and grade level assessed 

from the 45th day of the school year and on the 160th day of the school year, with no break in 

enrollment in the state, regardless of whether the student transferred between two or more 

schools within the state (including Residential Treatment Facilities and Group Homes) and 

regardless of whether the student took the assessment(s) in question, are included in the 

denominator for the calculation of state indicators for comparison metrics or for state report 

cards. 

ǒ All students eligible to take the SC READY or SC ALT in ELA or Math are included in the 

denominator when calculating the indicator unless excluded for an authorized and properly 

documented purpose described in the most recently released Students Not Tested Guidelines 

(found on the SCDE website under Student Information System Documents or the School 

District Memoranda Archive). 

ǒ Students included in the denominator who are not tested are not included in the numerator 

when calculating the percent of students who meet or exceed expectations. 

ǒ All students eligible to take the SC READY or SC ALT in ELA or Math are included in the 

indicator. 

ǒ Recently-arrived Multilingual Learners (MLs) who were not initially English proficient and 

whose date of entry into United States schools is less than 24 months prior to their date tested 

are excluded from both the numerator and denominator of this indicator. 

Note: EOCEP scores for middle school students who take an end-of-course assessment will not be 

included in the academic achievement indicator for middle schools. Students in middle school are still 

required to take EOCEP exams if they have been enrolled in those courses. 

Note: Per the requirements of subparagraph 1111(c)(4)(E)(i) of ESSA, if a school tests fewer than 95 

percent of eligible students, then the school's Rating in Academic Achievement shall be reduced by 

one Rating level and the school shall also not eligible for the highest overall rating level. Schools that 

test fewer than 95 percent of eligible students must submit a plan to the SCDE outlining how the school 

will increase the percentage of students tested. 

https://ed.sc.gov/data/information-systems/power-school/sis-documents/
https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/school-district-memoranda-archive/
https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/school-district-memoranda-archive/
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How Rating Points are Earned  for the Indicator : 

Rating Points are earned by first converting the observed Achievement Level for all students 

included in the indicator to Indicator Points according to Table 3. 

Table 3 
Indicator Point Conversion for ELA and Mathematics Academic Achievement Tests 

Indicator Points  Achievement Level  SC READY Level Descriptor  SC ALT Level Descriptor  

0 Level 1 or Not Tested Does Not Meet Expectations Foundational 

1 Level 2 Approaches Expectations Emerging 

2 Level 3 Meets Expectations Meets 

3 Level 4 Exceeds Expectations Exceeds 

Note: Students who are continuously enrolled at the school from the 45th day to the 160th day of the school year, with 
no break in enrollment, but who did not take the ELA or Mathematics academic achievement test are assigned zero 
(0) Indicator Points for the purposes of calculating Rating Points unless the student in question is excluded for an 
authorized and properly documented purpose described in the most recently released Students Not Tested Guidelines 
(found in the School District Memoranda Archive). 

First, calculate Rating Points for the school (or district or state for comparison metrics or for district 

or state report cards) according to the following equation and subsequent steps: 

Ὑὖ συ Ὅὖ σ  
Eq. 
(1) 

Note: RP = Rating Points. IP = Indicator Points (according to conversions shown in Table 3). t = an index for the test 

(i.e., 1 = ELA and 2 = mathematics). i = an index for the student (from 1 to ὲ, the number of students included at 

the school for test t). The denominator includes the maximum number of Indicator Points possible (3) summed 
across all included students and tests. 

1. For each student/test combination, convert the studentôs identified achievement level to 

Indicator Points using Table 3 (i.e., Ὅὖ). 

2. The sum of Indicator Points awarded is determined by summing across all included 

students and tests (i.e., В В Ὅὖ). 

3. The total Indicator Points possible is obtained by summing the maximum number of 

Indicator Points available (3) across all students and tests included (i.e., В В σ). 

4. The proportion of possible Indicator Points earned is obtained by dividing the total 

obtained in step 2 by the total obtained in step 3. 

5. The number of Rating Points earned for the school is obtained by multiplying the 

proportion found in step 4 by 35, rounded to hundredths place. 

https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/school-district-memoranda-archive/
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Next, calculate the testing participation rate according to the following equation and subsequent 

steps: 

02 ρππz
ὲ

ὲ ὲ
 Eq. 

(2) 

Note: PR = Participation Rate. ὲ  = Number of students included in the indicator who have a test score on the 

SC READY or SC ALT in ELA and/or Mathematics. ὲ  = Number of students included in the indicator. 
ὲ  = Number of students excluded from the indicator for an authorized and properly documented purpose. 

6. Determine the number of continuously-enrolled students eligible to take the SC READY 

or SC ALT in ELA or Mathematics for the school (or the district or the state, as 

appropriate for comparison metrics or for district or state report cards) as described in 

the What Students are Included in the Indicator section above (i.e., ὲ ). 

7. From the number found in step 6, subtract the number of students for whom at least one 

of the following conditions is true for both  tests included in the indicator (i.e., ὲ ; 

note: the student must be excluded for both tests, but exclusion for each test may be for 

different reasons): 

a. The student was not tested for an authorized and properly documented purpose 

described in the most recently released Students Not Tested Guidelines. 

b. The student is a Recently Arrived ML who was not initially English proficient and 

whose date of entry into United States schools is less than 24 months prior to 

their date tested. 

8. Determine the number of students who have a score for either the SC READY or SC 

ALT in ELA and/or Mathematics (i.e., ὲ ). 

9. Divide the number found in step a by the difference obtained in step 7. 

10. Multiply the quotient found in step 9 by 100 to find the participation rate as a percent. 

Finally, determine the schoolôs Rating using and the following steps: 

11. Compare the Rating Points found in step 5 to Table 4 to find the schoolôs Rating. 

12. If the schoolôs participation rate is less than 95% (found in step 10), reduce the Rating by 

one level and the school shall not be eligible for the highest Overall Rating. 

Table 4 
Academic Achievement Rating Point Conversions to Ratings by School Type 

Rating  Elementary Schools  Middle Schools  

Excellent 21.43 ï 35.00 20.10 ï 35.00 

Good 18.55 ï 21.42 16.72 ï 20.09 

Average 13.36 ï 18.54 12.00 ï 16.71 

Below Average 9.62 ï 13.35 8.37 ï 11.99 

Unsatisfactory 0.00 ï 9.61 0.00 ï 8.36 

Note: Per the requirements of subparagraph 1111(c)(4)(E)(i) of ESSA, if a school tests fewer 
than 95 percent of eligible students, then the school's Rating in Academic Achievement shall 
be reduced by one Rating level and the school shall also not eligible for the highest overall 
rating level. In addition, schools that test fewer than 95 percent of eligible students must submit 
a plan to the SCDE outlining how the school will increase the percentage of students tested. 
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School Level: High  

For each ELA and Mathematics EOCEP test (i.e., Algebra 1 and English 2) and their 

corresponding SC ALT assessments administered to students at the High School (or within the 

district or state, as appropriate for comparison metrics or for district or state report cards), 

aggregated scores are reported in two ways. First, the percent of all students who meet or exceed 

expectations (i.e., scored an A, B, or C on an EOCEP test or at the Meets or Exceeds level on 

the corresponding SC ALT assessment) are reported along with the number of students who meet 

or exceed expectations displayed as the numerator of a fraction with the total number of students 

included in the indicator displayed in the denominator.  

Second, Academic Achievement shall be reported in an interactive data visualization that allows 

the viewer to see the number and percent of students who meet or exceed expectations, as well 

as the number and percent of students who score at each level (i.e., A, B, C, D, and F, including 

Not Tested), on the combined indicator, as well as on each of the tests included in the indicator 

(i.e., Algebra 1 and the corresponding SC ALT assessment or English 2 and the corresponding 

SC ALT assessment) for all students and, as required by ESSA sections 1111(h)(1)(C)(ii) and 

1111(h)(1)(C)(vii), disaggregated for students from major racial and ethnic groups, economically-

disadvantaged students (as compared to students who are not economically disadvantaged), 

children with disabilities (as compared to children without disabilities), Multilingual Learners (MLs), 

students by gender, migrant students, students identified as homeless, students in foster care, 

and students with a parent or guardian who is a member of the Armed Forces (as defined in 

section 101(a)(4) of Title 10, United States Code). The visualization may also provide the ability 

to view additional subgroups, and comparison metrics for the district and state, as available. 

All fractions reporting scores for all students included in this indicator (for either test included in 

the indicator) are expected to have the same denominator, including the percent of all students 

who meet or exceed expectations, the percent of all students who score at each separate 

achievement level, as well as the percent of all students Not Tested. Fractions reporting the 

achievement of subgroups of students may not sum to the number of all students included in the 

indicator as subgroups containing fewer than 20 students shall not be reported. 

Note: Per the requirements of subparagraph 1111(c)(4)(E)(i) of ESSA, if a school tests fewer than 95 

percent of eligible students, then the school's Rating in Academic Achievement shall be reduced by 

one Rating level and the school shall also not be eligible for the highest overall rating level. Schools 

that test fewer than 95 percent of eligible students must submit a plan to the SCDE outlining how the 

school will increase the percentage of students tested. 

Total Rating Points  Available for the Indicator:  

25 points  
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What Students are Included in the Indicator : 

ǒ School:  The High School Academic Achievement indicator includes all students who have 

been assigned a ninth-grade code (9GR; according to the process described in the 

INDICATOR: Graduation Rate section), regardless of the specific 9GR assigned, who fit into 

any of the following three categories: 

(1) Students who: were enrolled at the High School in a course which requires an EOCEP 

test included in the Academic Achievement indicator (i.e., Algebra 1 or English 2, or 

the course enrollments required for students taking the corresponding SC ALT 

assessments) on the first day of testing for that exam for the reported school year (i.e., 

the 2023-24 school year for 2024 Report Cards). 

(2) Students who: (a) are in their first year in High School, (b) were enrolled in a course 

during middle school which requires an EOCEP test included in the Academic 

Achievement indicator, and (c) are enrolled at the High School on the 180th day of the 

reported school year. 

(3) Students who: (a) are included in the Graduation Rate indicator for the High School 

(see the INDICATOR: Graduation Rate section) and (b) have never been enrolled in 

a course which requires an EOCEP test included in the Academic Achievement 

indicator. 

ǒ District : All students who are included in the indicator for any High School in the District, 

regardless of whether the student transferred between two or more High Schools within the 

District (including Residential Treatment Facilities and Group Homes) and regardless of 

whether the student took the assessment(s) in question, are included in the denominator for 

the calculation of District indicators for comparison metrics or for District report cards. 

ǒ State: All students who are included in the indicator for any High School in the state, 

regardless of whether the student transferred between two or more High Schools within the 

state (including Residential Treatment Facilities and Group Homes) and regardless of whether 

the student took the assessment(s) in question, are included in the denominator for the 

calculation of District indicators for comparison metrics or for state report cards. 

ǒ Students awarded a transfer credit in Algebra 1 or English 2 from accredited out-of-state 

schools (or in state from accredited sources other than the public schools as defined in 

Regulation 43-273) or awarded equivalent credit from home-school experiences pursuant to 

Chapter 65 of Title 59 of the Code of Laws are excluded from both the numerator and the 

denominator of this indicator for the EOCEP test associated with the transferred credit. 

ǒ Students not tested for an authorized and properly documented purpose described in the most 

recently released Students Not Tested Guidelines (found on the SCDE website under Student 

Information System Documents or the School District Memoranda Archive) are excluded from 

both the numerator and denominator of this indicator. 

ǒ Students whose date of entry into United States schools is less than 24 months prior to their 

date tested and who were not initially English proficient at the time of their initial enrollment 

(see the section on Recently Arrived Multilingual Learners) are excluded from both the 

numerator and denominator of this indicator. 

ǒ Students included in this indicator who do not have an appropriate EOCEP score or a score 

on the corresponding SC ALT assessment are included in the denominator of this indicator 

https://ed.sc.gov/data/information-systems/power-school/sis-documents/
https://ed.sc.gov/data/information-systems/power-school/sis-documents/
https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/school-district-memoranda-archive/
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when calculating the percent of all students who meet or exceed expectations but cannot be 

included in the numerator because of missing the test.  

ǒ Only the EOCEPs for Algebra 1 and English 2, or the appropriate corresponding SC ALT 

assessment, are included in this indicator and, for each student, the highest EOCEP score in 

each subject area that was obtained at any previous time is the score used for that student. 

How Rating Points are Earned for the Indicator:  

Rating Points earned are calculated by first converting the observed Achievement Level for all 

students included in the indicator to Indicator Points according to Table 5. 

Table 5 
Indicator Point Conversion for High School ELA and Mathematics Academic Achievement 
Tests 

Indicator Points  Achievement Level  EOCEP Exam Grade  SC ALT Level Descriptor  

0 Level 1 or Not Tested F Foundational 

1 Level 2 D Emerging 

2 Level 3 C Meets 

3 Level 4 B Exceeds 

4 Level 5 A  

Note: Students who are included in the indicator but did not take the Algebra 1 or English 2 EOCEP or corresponding 
SC ALT academic achievement test are assigned zero (0) Indicator Points for the purposes of calculating Rating Points 
unless the student in question is excluded for an authorized and properly documented purpose described in the most 
recently released Students Not Tested Guidelines (found in the School District Memoranda Archive). 

First, calculate Rating Points for the school (or district or state for comparison metrics or for district 

or state report cards) according to the following equation and subsequent steps: 

Ὑὖ ςυ Ὅὖ τ  
Eq. 
(3) 

Note: RP = Rating Points. IP = Indicator Points (according to conversions shown in Table 5). t = an index for the test 

(i.e., 1 = Algebra 1 and 2 = English 2). i = a student index (from 1 to ὲ, the number of students included in the 4-
year graduation cohort base file for the school for each test). The denominator includes the maximum number of 
Indicator Points possible (4) summed across all included students and tests. 

1. For each student/test combination, convert the studentôs identified achievement level to 

Indicator Points using Table 5 (i.e., Ὅὖ). 

2. The sum of Indicator Points awarded is determined by summing across all included 

students and tests (i.e., В В Ὅὖ). 

3. The total Indicator Points possible is obtained by summing the maximum number of 

Indicator Points available (4) across all students and tests included (i.e., В В τ). 

4. The proportion of possible Indicator Points earned is obtained by dividing the total 

obtained in step 2 by the total obtained in step 3. 

https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/school-district-memoranda-archive/
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5. The number of Rating Points earned is obtained by multiplying the proportion found in 

step 4 by 25, rounded to hundredths place. 

Next, calculate the testing participation rate according to the following equation and subsequent 

steps: 

02 ρππz
ὲ

ὲ ὲ  Eq. 
(4) 

Note: PR = Participation Rate. ὲ  = Number of students included in the indicator who have a test score on the 

EOCEP for Algebra 1 or English t or the corresponding SC ALT in ELA and/or Mathematics. ὲ  = Number of 

students included in the indicator. ὲ  = Number of students excluded from the indicator for an authorized and 
properly documented purpose. 

6. Determine the number of students included in the indicator for the school (or the district 

or the state, as appropriate for comparison metrics or for district or state report cards) as 

described in What Students are Included in the Indicator, above (i.e., ὲ ). 

7. From the number found in step 6, subtract the number of students for whom at least one 

of the following conditions is true for both  tests included in the indicator (i.e., ὲ ; 

note: the student must be excluded for both tests, but exclusion for each test may be for 

different reasons): 

a. The student was not tested for an authorized and properly documented purpose 

described in the most recently released Students Not Tested Guidelines. 

b. The student is a Recently Arrived ML who was not initially English proficient and 

whose date of entry into United States schools is less than 24 months prior to 

their date tested. 

8. Determine the number of students who have a score for either the English 2 or Algebra 1 

EOCEP test or the corresponding SC ALT assessment (i.e., ὲ ). 

9. Divide the number found in step 8 by the difference obtained in step 7. 

10. Multiply the quotient found in step 9 by 100 to find the participation rate as a percent. 

Finally, determine the schoolôs Rating using the following steps: 

11. Compare the Rating Points found in step 5 to Table 6 to find the schoolôs Rating. 

12. If the schoolôs participation rate is less than 95% (found in step 10), reduce the Rating by 

one level and the school shall not be eligible for the highest Overall Rating. 



33 

Table 6 
Academic Achievement Rating Point Conversions to 
Ratings for High Schools 

Indicator  Rating Points  

Excellent 15.91 ï 25.00 

Good 13.45 ï 15.90 

Average 10.22 ï 13.44 

Below Average 7.22 ï 10.21 

Unsatisfactory 0.00 ï 7.21 

Note: Per the requirements of subparagraph 1111(c)(4)(E)(i) of 
ESSA, if a school tests fewer than 95 percent of students included 
in the indicator, then the school's Rating in Academic Achievement 
shall be reduced by one Rating level and the school shall also not 
eligible for the highest overall rating level. In addition, schools that 
test fewer than 95 percent of students included in the indicator must 
submit a plan to the SCDE outlining how the school will increase the 
percentage of students tested. 
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INDICATOR: Preparing for Success  

School Level: Elementary & Middle  

Note: Changes in the 2021 South Carolina College- and Career-Ready Science Standards from the 

2014 science standards required revisions to the SC READY Science assessment. South Carolina has 

requested that the US Department of Education (USDE) waive the requirement to include the SC 

READY Science test in accountability ratings for Elementary and Middle Schools (as described in the 

current Federally Approved Consolidated State Plan) for 2024 Report Cards to allow scoring 

procedures for the new SC READY Science test to be properly calibrated before being used to assign 

Ratings. If this request is granted by USDE, the following changes will be made to this Accountability 

Manual: 

1. The Preparing for Success indicator will not be calculated or reported on 2024 Report Cards 

for Elementary or Middle Schools. 

2. The Rating Points associated with the Preparing for Success indicator for Elementary and 

Middle Schools will be reallocated to the Academic Achievement and Student Progress 

indicators using the procedures in Points for School Performance Ratings. 

3. The participation rate at the school will be calculated according to Step 6 through Step 10 of 

the How Rating Points are Earned for the Indicator section below. If the participation rate for 

the school is less than 95%, then the schoolôs Overall Rating shall be reduced by 5 points (see 

Table 2). 

For each Science academic achievement test (i.e., SC READY and SC ALT) administered to 

students at the school (or within the district or state, as appropriate for comparison metrics or for 

district or state report cards), aggregated scores are reported in two ways. First, the percent of 

students who meet or exceed expectations are reported along with the number of students who 

meet or exceed expectations displayed as the numerator of a fraction with the total number of 

students included in the indicator displayed in the denominator.  

Second, the percent of all students who score at each separate achievement level (whether that 

achievement level was demonstrated via the SC READY or SC ALT) will be reported along with 

the percent of students eligible to take the achievement test in question who were not tested. 

Each of the percentages displayed in this second, more detailed report (including the percent not 

tested) will be accompanied the number of students who scored at the achievement level in 

question (or the number of students not tested) displayed as the numerator of a fraction with the 

total number of students included in the indicator displayed in the denominator.  

As required by ESSA sections 1111(h)(1)(C)(ii) and 1111(h)(1)(C)(vii), percentages and numbers 

of students who meet or exceed expectations on academic assessments and who score at each 

separate achievement level on academic assessments (including the number and percent of 

students not tested) shall be reported in the format described for all students included in the 

indicator, as well as disaggregated for students from major racial and ethnic groups, 

economically-disadvantaged students (as compared to students who are not economically 

disadvantaged), children with disabilities (as compared to children without disabilities), 

Multilingual Learners (MLs), students by gender, migrant students, students identified as 

https://ed.sc.gov/policy/federal-education-programs/every-student-succeeds-act-essa/
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homeless, students in foster care, and students with a parent or guardian who is a member of the 

Armed Forces (as defined in section 101(a)(4) of Title 10, United States Code). 

All fractions reporting scores for all students included in this indicator are expected to have the 

same denominator, including the percent of all students who meet or exceed expectations, the 

percent of all students who score at each separate achievement level, as well as the percent of 

all students Not Tested. Fractions reporting the achievement of subgroups of students may not 

sum to the total number of all students included in the indicator as subgroups containing fewer 

than 20 students will not be reported. 

Total Rating Points  Available for the Indicator:  

10 points  

What Students are Included in the Indicator:  

ǒ School:  All students who are enrolled at the school in the content area and grade level 

assessed from the 45th day of the school year and on the first day of testing, with no break in 

enrollment, regardless of whether the student took the assessment(s) in question, are 

included in the denominator for the calculation of school indicators. 

ǒ District : All students who are enrolled in the district in the content area and grade level 

assessed from the 45th day of the school year and on the first day of testing, with no break in 

enrollment in the district, regardless of whether the student transferred between two or more 

schools within the district and regardless of whether the student took the test in question, are 

included in the denominator for the calculation of district indicators for comparison metrics or 

for district report cards. 

ǒ State: All students who are enrolled in the state in the content area and grade level assessed 

from the 45th day of the school year and on the first day of testing, with no break in enrollment 

in the state, regardless of whether the student transferred between two or more schools within 

the state and regardless of whether the student took the assessment(s) in question, are 

included in the denominator for the calculation of state indicators for comparison metrics or 

for state report cards. 

ǒ All students eligible to take the SC READY or SC ALT in Science are included in the 

denominator when calculating the indicator unless excluded for an authorized and properly 

documented purpose described in the most recently released Students Not Tested Guidelines 

(found on the SCDE website under Student Information System Documents or the School 

District Memoranda Archive). 

ǒ Students who were not initially English proficient and whose date of entry into United States 

schools is less than 24 months prior to their date tested are excluded from both the numerator 

and denominator of this indicator. 

ǒ Students included in the denominator who are not tested are not included in the numerator 

when calculating the proportion of students who meet or exceed expectations. 

https://ed.sc.gov/data/information-systems/power-school/sis-documents/
https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/school-district-memoranda-archive/
https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/school-district-memoranda-archive/
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Note: EOCEP scores for students who take the Biology 1 end-of-course assessment in middle school 

will not be included in the Preparing for Success Indicator for middle schools.  

How Rating Points are Earned for the Indicator:  

Rating Points are earned by first converting the observed Achievement Level for all students 

included in the indicator to Indicator Points according to Table 7. 

Table 7 
Indicator Point Conversion for Science Academic Achievement Tests 

Indicator Points  Achievement Level  SC READY Level Descriptor  SC ALT Level Descriptor  

0 Level 1 or Not Tested Does Not Meet Expectations Foundational 

1 Level 2 Approaches Expectations Emerging 

2 Level 3 Meets Expectations Meets 

3 Level 4 Exceeds Expectations Exceeds 

Note: Students who are continuously enrolled at the school from the 45th day to the 160th day of the school year, with 
no break in enrollment, but who did not take the Science academic achievement test are assigned zero (0) Indicator 
Points for the purposes of calculating Rating Points unless excluded for an authorized and properly documented 
purpose described in the most recently released Students Not Tested Guidelines (found in the School District 
Memoranda Archive). 

First, calculate Rating Points for the school (or district or state for comparison metrics or for district 

or state report cards) according to the following equation and subsequent steps: 

Ὑὖ ρπ Ὅὖ ὲ σ  
Eq. 
(5) 

Note: RP = Rating Points. IP = Indicator Points (according to conversions shown in Table 7). i = a student index 

(from 1 to n, the number of students included in the indicator). The denominator includes the maximum number of 
Indicator Points possible (3) multiplied by the number of students included in the indicator. 

1. For each student, convert the studentôs identified achievement level to Indicator Points 

using Table 7. 

2. The sum of Indicator Points awarded is determined by summing across all included 

students (i.e., В Ὅὖ). 

3. The sum of the possible Indicator Points possible is obtained by summing the maximum 

number of Indicator Points available 5across the number of students included in the 

indicator (i.e., ὲ σ). 

4. The proportion of possible Indicator Points earned is obtained by dividing the total 

obtained in step 2 by the total obtained in step 3. 

5. The number of Rating Points earned is obtained by multiplying the proportion of points 

obtained in step 4 by 10, rounded to hundredths place. 

https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/school-district-memoranda-archive/
https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/school-district-memoranda-archive/
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Next, calculate the testing participation rate according to the following equation and subsequent 

steps: 

02 ρππz
ὲ

ὲ ὲ
 Eq. 

(6) 

Note: PR = Participation Rate. ὲ  = Number of students included in the indicator who have a test score on the 

SC READY or SC ALT Science assessment. ὲ  = Number of students included in the indicator. 
ὲ  = Number of students excluded from the indicator for an authorized and properly documented purpose. 

6. Determine the number of continuously-enrolled students eligible to take the SC READY 

or SC ALT in Science for the school (or the district or the state, as appropriate for 

comparison metrics or for district or state report cards) as described in the What 

Students are Included in the Indicator section above (i.e., ὲ ). 

7. From the number found in step 6, subtract the number of students for whom at least one 

of the following conditions is true: 

a. The student was not tested for an authorized and properly documented purpose 

described in the most recently released Students Not Tested Guidelines. 

b. The student is a Recently Arrived ML who was not initially English proficient and 

whose date of entry into United States schools is less than 24 months prior to 

their date tested. 

8. Determine the number of students who have a score for either the SC READY or SC 

ALT in Science (i.e., ὲ ). 

9. Divide the number found in step a by the difference obtained in step 7. 

10. Multiply the quotient found in step 9 by 100 to find the participation rate as a percent. 

Finally, determine the schoolôs Rating using the following steps: 

11. Compare the Rating Points found in step 5 to Table 8 to find the schoolôs Rating. 

Table 8 
Preparing for Success Rating Point Conversions to Ratings by School Type 

Rating  Elementary Schools  Middle Schools  

Excellent 6.54 ï 10.00 6.64 ï 10.00 

Good 5.76 ï 6.53 5.75 ï 6.63 

Average 4.35 ï 5.75 4.41 ï 5.74 

Below Average 3.22 ï 4.34 3.23 ï 4.40 

Unsatisfactory 0.00 ï 3.21 0.00 ï 3.22 
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School Level: High  

Scores earned on EOCEP assessments in Biology 1 and US History and the Constitution, and 

the corresponding SC ALT assessments in Science and Social Studies are included in the 

Preparing for Success indicator for High Schools. For each Biology 1 test or US History and the 

Constitution test required for students included in the indicator for the school (or within the district 

or state, as appropriate for comparison metrics or for district or state report cards), aggregated 

scores are reported in two ways. First, the percent of all students who meet or exceed 

expectations (i.e., scored an A, B, or C on an EOCEP test or at the Meets or Exceeds level on 

the corresponding SC ALT assessment) are reported along with the number of students who meet 

or exceed expectations displayed as the numerator of a fraction with the total number of students 

included in the indicator displayed in the denominator.  

Second, Preparing for Success shall be reported in an interactive data visualization that allows 

the viewer to see the number and percent of students who meet or exceed expectations, as well 

as the number and percent of students who score at each level (i.e., A, B, C, D, and F, including 

Not Tested), on the combined indicator, as well as on each of the tests included in the indicator 

(i.e., Biology 1 and the corresponding SC ALT assessment or US History and the Constitution 

and the corresponding SC ALT assessment) for all students and, as required by ESSA sections 

1111(h)(1)(C)(ii) and 1111(h)(1)(C)(vii), disaggregated for students from major racial and ethnic 

groups, economically-disadvantaged students (as compared to students who are not 

economically disadvantaged), children with disabilities (as compared to children without 

disabilities), Multilingual Learners (MLs), students by gender, migrant students, students identified 

as homeless, students in foster care, and students with a parent or guardian who is a member of 

the Armed Forces (as defined in section 101(a)(4) of Title 10, United States Code). The 

visualization may also provide the ability to view additional subgroups, and comparison metrics 

for the district and state, as available. 

All fractions reporting scores for all students included in this indicator (for either test included in 

the indicator) are expected to have the same denominator, including the percent of all students 

who meet or exceed expectations, the percent of all students who score at each separate 

achievement level, as well as the percent of all students Not Tested. Fractions reporting the 

achievement of subgroups of students may not sum to the number of all students included in the 

indicator as subgroups containing fewer than 20 students shall not be reported. 

Total Rating Points Available for the Indicator:  

10 points  

What Students are Incl uded in the Indicator:  

ǒ School:  The High School Preparing for Success indicator includes all students who have 

been assigned a ninth-grade code (9GR; according to the process described in the 
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INDICATOR: Graduation Rate section), regardless of the specific 9GR assigned, who fit into 

any of the following three categories: 

(1) Students who: were enrolled at the High School in a course which requires an EOCEP 

test included in the Preparing for Success indicator (i.e., Biology 1 or US History and 

the Constitution, or the course enrollments required for students taking the 

corresponding SC ALT assessments) on the first day of testing for that exam for the 

reported school year (i.e., the 2023-24 school year for 2024 Report Cards). 

(2) Students who: (a) are in their first year in High School, (b) were enrolled in a course 

during middle school which requires an EOCEP test included in the Preparing for 

Success indicator, and (c) are enrolled at the High School on the 180th day of the 

reported school year. 

(3) Students who: (a) are included in the Graduation Rate indicator for the school (see the 

INDICATOR: Graduation Rate section) and (b) have never been enrolled Biology 1. 

ǒ District : All students who are included in the indicator for any High School in the District, 

regardless of whether the student transferred between two or more High Schools within the 

District (including Residential Treatment Facilities and Group Homes) and regardless of 

whether the student took the assessment(s) in question, are included in the denominator for 

the calculation of District indicators for comparison metrics or for District report cards. 

ǒ State: All students who are included in the indicator for any High School in the state, 

regardless of whether the student transferred between two or more High Schools within the 

state (including Residential Treatment Facilities and Group Homes) and regardless of whether 

the student took the assessment(s) in question, are included in the denominator for the 

calculation of District indicators for comparison metrics or for state report cards. 

ǒ Students awarded a transfer credit in Biology 1 or for US History and the Constitution from 

accredited out-of-state schools (or in state from accredited sources other than the public 

schools as defined in Regulation 43-273) or awarded equivalent credit from home-school 

experiences pursuant to Chapter 65 of Title 59 of the Code of Laws are excluded from both 

the numerator and the denominator of this indicator for the EOCEP test associated with the 

transferred credit. 

ǒ Students whose date of entry into United States schools is less than 24 months prior to their 

date tested and who were not initially English proficient at the time of their initial enrollment 

(see the section on Recently Arrived Multilingual Learners) are excluded from both the 

numerator and denominator of this indicator. 

ǒ Only the EOCEP for Biology 1, US History and the Constitution, or the appropriate 

corresponding SC ALT assessment, are included in this indicator and, for each student, the 

highest EOCEP score is the score used for that student. 
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How Rating Point s are Earned for the Indicator:  

Rating Points are earned by first converting the observed Achievement Level for all students 

included in the indicator to Indicator Points according to Table 9. 

Table 9 
Indicator Point Conversion for High School Tests Used in Preparing for Success 

Indicator Points  Achievement Level  EOCEP Exam Grade  SC ALT Level Descriptor  

0 Level 1 or Not Tested F Foundational 

1 Level 2 D Emerging 

2 Level 3 C Meets 

3 Level 4 B Exceeds 

4 Level 5 A  

Note: Students who are included in the indicator but did not take the required EOCEP test or corresponding SC ALT 
test are assigned zero (0) Indicator Points for the purposes of calculating Rating Points unless excluded for an 
authorized and properly documented purpose described in the most recently released Students Not Tested Guidelines 
(found in the School District Memoranda Archive). 

First, calculate Rating Points for the school (or district or state for comparison metrics or for district 

or state report cards) according to the following equation and subsequent steps: 

Ὑὖ ρπ Ὅὖ τ  
Eq. 
(7) 

Note: RP = Rating Points. IP = Indicator Points (according to conversions shown in Table 9). t = an index for the test 

(i.e., 1 = Biology 1 and 2 = US History and the Constitution). i = a student index (from 1 to n, the number of students 
included in the indicator for each test). The denominator includes the maximum number of Indicator Points possible 
(4) summed across all included students and tests. 

1. For each student, convert the studentôs identified achievement level to Indicator Points 

using Table 9. 

2. The sum of Indicator Points awarded is determined by summing across all included 

students and tests (i.e., В В Ὅὖ). 

3. The sum of the possible Indicator Points possible is obtained by summing the maximum 

number of Indicator Points (4) available across students and tests (i.e., В В τ). 

4. The proportion of possible Indicator Points earned is obtained by dividing the total 

obtained in step 2 by the total obtained in step 3. 

5. The number of Rating Points earned is obtained by multiplying the proportion of points 

obtained in step 4 by 10, rounded to hundredths place. 

https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/school-district-memoranda-archive/
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Next, calculate the participation rate for the Biology 1 EOCEP assessment according to the 

following equation and subsequent steps: 

02 ρππz
ὲ

ὲ ὲ
 Eq. 

(8) 

Note: PR = Participation Rate. ὲ  = Number of students included in the indicator who have a test score on the 

Biology 1 EOCEP assessment. ὲ  = Number of students included in the indicator for Biology 1 (i.e., students 
enrolled this year in Biology 1 at the High School, plus students at the High School who enrolled in Biology 1 in 
Middle School, plus students in the High Schoolôs graduating cohort who have never been enrolled in Biology 1). 
ὲ  = Number of students excluded from the indicator for an authorized and properly documented purpose. 

6. Determine the number of continuously-enrolled students eligible to take Biology 1 

EOCEP assessment for the school (or the district or the state, as appropriate for 

comparison metrics or for district or state report cards) as described in the What 

Students are Included in the Indicator section above (i.e., ὲ ). This includes: 

a. Students who: were enrolled at the High School in Biology 1, or the course 

enrollment required for students taking the corresponding SC ALT assessment, 

on the first day of testing. 

b. Students who: (a) are in their first year in High School, (b) were enrolled in 

Biology 1 during middle school, and  (c) are enrolled at the High School on the 

180th day of the reported school year. 

c. Students who: (a) are included in the Graduation Rate indicator for the school 

and  (b) have never been enrolled Biology 1. 

7. From the number found in step 6, subtract the number of students for whom at least one 

of the following conditions is true: 

a. The student was not tested for an authorized and properly documented purpose 

described in the most recently released Students Not Tested Guidelines. 

b. The student is a Recently Arrived ML who was not initially English proficient and 

whose date of entry into United States schools is less than 24 months prior to 

their date tested. 

8. Determine the number of students who have a score for either the SC READY or SC 

ALT in Science (i.e., ὲ ). 

9. Divide the number found in step 8 by the difference obtained in step 7. 

10. Multiply the quotient found in step 9 by 100 to find the participation rate as a percent. 

Finally, determine the schoolôs Rating using the following steps: 

11. Compare the Rating Points found in step 5 to Table 10 to find the schoolôs Rating. 
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Table 10 
Preparing for Success Rating Point Conversions to 
Ratings for High Schools 

Indicator  Rating Points  

Excellent 6.20 ï 10.00 

Good 5.30 ï 6.19 

Average 3.74 ï 5.29 

Below Average 2.42 ï 3.73 

Unsatisfactory 0.00 ï 2.41 
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INDICATOR: Multilingual Learners ô Progress 

School Level: Elementary, Middle, & High  

This indicator assesses growth toward the exit criteria for South Carolinaôs Multilingual Learner 

Program (MLP) which is to be achieved within 5 years after the initial assessment of English 

language proficiency (ELP) as stipulated in the Stateôs approved ESSA plan. The stateôs definition 

of English proficiency on ACCESS is a 4.4 (Expanding composite score) with no sub-score below 

4.0 in reading, writing, speaking, or listening. A series of interim targets have been developed to 

measure the progress of students toward achieving proficiency within 5 years of beginning the 

MLP (see Table 11). This allows students to have expected growth targets towards proficiency 

every year. Report the percent of Multilingual Learners (MLs) at the school who have met or 

exceeded their current annual interim target to achieve ELP within 5 years of beginning the MLP 

or who are within four years of having achieved English proficiency. 

Note: Do not report this indicator for schools or districts with fewer than 20 students identified as 

Multilingual Learners (MLs) who are eligible to be included in the Multilingual Learnersô Progress metric. 

All MLs are included in the calculation of a District Multilingual Learnersô Progress metric regardless of 

whether that ML is reported at the school level. 

Total Rating Points  Available for the Indicator:  

10 points  

What Students are Included in the Indicator:  

ǒ For the purposes of the South Carolina accountability system, the ML population includes 

students who have achieved proficiency (coded in PowerSchool as M1, M2, M3, or M4; 

previously coded as P1, P2, P3, or P4), students who have not achieved proficiency (coded 

in PowerSchool as 1.0-6.0, A1, A2, A3), or students with waivers from services (coded as W) 

and students who have a missing composite score. 

ǒ School:  All MLs who are enrolled at the school from the 45th day of the school year and on 

the 160th day of the school year, with no break in enrollment are included in the denominator 

for the calculation of school indicators. 

ǒ District : All MLs who are enrolled in the district from the 45th day of the school year and on 

the 160th day of the school year, with no break in enrollment in the district, regardless of 

whether the student transferred between two or more schools within the district (including 

Residential Treatment Facilities and Group Homes), are included in the denominator for the 

calculation of district indicators for comparison metrics or for district report cards. 

ǒ State: All MLs who are enrolled in the state from the 45th day of the school year and on the 

160th day of the school year, with no break in enrollment in the state, regardless of whether 

the student transferred between two or more schools within the state (including Residential 
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Treatment Facilities and Group Homes), are included in the denominator for the calculation of 

state indicators for comparison metrics or for state report cards. 

ǒ Students included in the denominator who do not have an English language proficiency score 

for the current school year cannot be included in the numerator when calculating the percent 

of students who meet or exceed English language proficiency expectations unless they have 

already demonstrated proficiency in a prior year and are coded M1, M2, M3, or M4. 

The SCDE Office of Federal and State Accountability has created Figure 1 to help guide school 

and district staff in assessing ML students: 

Figure 1 
ML Accountability Flowchart 

 

How Rating Points are Earned for the Indicator:  

Rating Points are awarded for the percentage of MLs who score a composite 4.4 or who achieve 

the interim target based on their initial identification and number of years in South Carolinaôs MLP. 

Annually, points are earned for the percentage of MLs meeting expected growth targets on 

ACCESS or the Access-ALT using the values shown in Table 11. This allows students to have 

expected growth targets towards proficiency every year. 
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Table 11 
Annual On-Track English Proficiency Targets for MLs based on Initial Screener Level 

Screener Level  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5+ 

1 1.9 2.9 3.8 4.1 4.4 

2 2.6 3.2 3.8 4.1 4.4 

3 3.3 3.6 3.8 4.1 4.4 

4 4.1 4.2 4.3 4.4 4.4 

Access-ALT A1 A2 A3 P1 P1 

Note: Although the scores in Table 11 were set to promote MLs achieving English proficiency within 

five years, all MLs in the subgroup are included in the indicator until they have completed four years of 

follow-up after achieving English proficiency. Thus, an ML who makes exactly the targets shown in 

Table 11 would be included in both the numerator and denominator of this indicator for nine years (the 

first five years for making adequate progress toward proficiency and for the next four years as a 

proficient ML). 

The percent of ML students demonstrating one yearôs academic progress in attaining English 

proficiency is determined by the following steps: 

(1) Determine the qualifying population (denominator): 

¶ Select active ML students (eslcode = 1-6.0, M1-M4, A1-A3, and grade = 0-12) from 

PowerSchool 160-day extraction. Remove duplicates by keeping most recent record for 

each student. 

¶ Remove students who were not continuously enrolled on or before the 45th day of the 

same school year within the same school (or district, or state, as appropriate for 

comparison metrics or for district and state report cards). 

¶ From the ñEnglish Language Proficiency (ELP) Initial Assessmentò information in 

PowerSchool, use the ñDistrict Enrollment Dateò field to calculate ñyears in the program.ò 

Use the ñELP Scoreò as the ñscreener level.ò 

If the above information is missing, use the following steps (Steps 1 -3) to fill in 

missing information.  

Step 1: Match with longitudinal ML dataset to obtain studentsô historical ACCESS for ELLs 

test records. 

Step 2: If ñELP Scoreò is missing, replace with studentôs first ACCESS for ELLs test score. 

Find the earliest ACCESS for ELLs test score for each student and round down to create 

the ñscreener level.ò 

Using ñfirstdateò to calculate ñyears of study:ò When calculating years in program, a universal 

anniversary date of October 1st will be used. Students with an enrollment date or 

assessment date on or before October 1 will be assigned a year 1 target for the ML indicator 

in that school year, and subsequent year targets will be determined from this year. The 
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difference between the ñfirstdateò and universal anniversary date of October 1 will be 

calculated as ñyears of study.ò  

After above steps, if ñyears of studyò cannot be calculated because of missing ñfirstdate,ò 

set ñgradelevelò to be ñyears.ò 

(2) Calculate the goal for the year 

¶ Match with target table using ñscreen levelò and ñyearsò to calculate the goal for each 

student. Apply the following assumptions to resolve some studentsô issues. If ñyearsò 

greater or equal to 5 or ñscreenlevelò is at least 5, the goal is set as 4.4. If ñscreenlevelò 

is missing, the goal is set at 4.4. 

¶ Compare studentôs current ACCESS test score with calculated goal to determine 

whether student ñmetò or ñnot metò the goal. 

(3) For students taking alternative test use the following special steps to determine their goal. 

¶ For students of 1 yearôs study, the student needs to score A1, A2, A3, P1, or P2 to meet 

their goal.  

¶ For students of 2 yearôs study, the student needs to score A2, A3, P1, or P2 to meet 

their goal. 

¶ For students of 3 yearôs study, the student needs to score A3, P1 or P2 to meet their 

goal. 

¶ For students of 4 or more years of study, the student needs to score P1 or P2 to meet 

their goal. 

(4) Calculate percent of Students Meeting Proficiency Targets 

¶ Match the student level table with the master file to output each student to schools by 

level. 

¶ Divide the number of ML students meeting their goal in the school by the total number 

of ML students in the school to calculate the percentage of students meeting their goal 

by school. Results are masked if the school has fewer than 20 ML students assessed. 

¶ Divide the number of ML students meeting their goal in the district by the total number 

of ML students in the district to calculate the percentage of students meeting their goal 

by district. Results are masked if the district has fewer than 20 ML students assessed. 

¶ Using student file, divide the number of ML students meeting their goal in the state by 

the number of ML students in the state to calculate the percentage of students meeting 

their goal for state. 

Note: Students on monitoring status (i.e., coded as M1-M4) are considered proficient and have met 

their annual goal for the purposes of calculating this indicator. 

(5) Calculate the Number of Points Earned 

¶ Multiply the percentage of students meeting their target expressed as a decimal by 10, 

rounded to hundredths (e.g., 84.3% meeting target: .843 × 10 = 8.43 Rating Points). 
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¶ Finally, total Rating Points earned are converted to Ratings using Table 12. 

Table 12 
Multilingual Learnersô Progress Rating 
Point Conversions to Ratings 

Rating  Rating Points  

Excellent 8.00 ï 10.00 

Good 6.00 ï 7.99 

Average 4.00 ï 5.99 

Below Average 2.00 ï 3.99 

Unsatisfactory 0.00 ï 1.99 
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INDICATOR: Student Progress  

School Level: Elementary & Middle  

As permitted by ESSA section 1111(c)(4)(B)(ii)(I), South Carolina has chosen to use the Added-

Value Growth Model (AVGM), a criterion-referenced value-added model, to measure student 

annual achievement growth by comparing annual student progress to individualized growth 

targets that have been derived from analysis of statewide historical achievement data. Each South 

Carolina student enrolled in Grade 4 through Grade 8 who took the SC READY in the prior school 

year is assigned two individualized targets for their current year SC READY scores.  

Each student is assigned a Median Annual Target (MAT), which is set to reflect the median 

historically observed gains among students with similar prior year scores. In other words, the MAT 

is set to reflect the 50th conditional growth percentile (or growth that is as good or better than 50% 

of students with similar prior year scores demonstrated in the historical data analyzed). Each 

student is also assigned an Added-Value Target (AVT), which is progressively set, according to 

the studentsô prior year scores and achievement bands, to reflect the amount of annual 

achievement growth that is necessary for the student to make meaningful and measurable 

progress towards proficiency on the grade-level standard. AVTs are based on conditional growth 

percentiles (CGPs) which range from the 55th CGP to the 80th CGP, depending on the studentôs 

prior SC READY score. Table 13 (on the next page) displays the conditional growth percentiles 

used for current-year AVTs based on ranges of student test scores from the prior year SC READY. 

Target growth for MATs and AVTs was determined by analyzing student achievement growth 

demonstrated on the SC READY from 2017 to 2018, from 2018 to 2019, and from 2021 to 2022. 

The historical percentiles of growth are estimated over this combined data set using quantile 

regression. Quantile regression creates a prediction for any percentile of growth among students 

with a given assessment score. The prediction is based not only on students with exactly that 

score, but also students with scores near that score. This increases the number of students used 

to measure the historical percentile, which makes the percentile more precise and more useful 

for setting targets for gains in the present and future. The quantile regression is estimated 

separately for each grade and subject. It is also estimated separately for each percentile of gain. 

Historical conditional growth percentiles are estimated for the 50th, 55th, 60th, 65th, 70th, 75th, and 

80th percentiles (the 50th CGP for use in MATs, and the other percentiles for use in AVTs). 

Achievement gains associated with MATs and AVTs based on studentsô prior year SC READY 

score can be found using Table 14 (on a following page). 
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Table 13 
Historically Observed Conditional Growth Percentiles Used to Set Added-
Value Targets (AVTs) for Growth at Various Prior SC READY Scores 

Current Grade Level: 4th Grade 5th Grade 6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade 

Prior Achievement Band 6 (Ғ Exceeds) 
Prior ELA SC READY score range: 540 ς 825 600 ς 850 660 ς 875 670 ς 900 710 ς 925 

Prior Math SC READY score range: 550 ς 825 570 ς 850 630 ς 875 630 ς 900 650 ς 925 

AVT based on historically observed 
conditional growth percentile: 55 

Prior Achievement Band 5 (Ғ Meets) 
Prior ELA SC READY score range: 460 ς 539 510 ς 599 560 ς 659 580 ς 669 620 ς 709 

Prior Math SC READY score range: 440 ς 549 490 ς 569 540 ς 629 550 ς 629 580 ς 649 

AVT based on historically observed 
conditional growth percentile: 60 

Prior Achievement Band 4 (Ғ upper half of Approaches) 
Prior ELA SC READY score range: 410 ς 459 470 ς 509 510 ς 559 520 ς 579 570 ς 619 

Prior Math SC READY score range: 410 ς 439 450 ς 489 490 ς 539 500 ς 549 540 ς 579 

AVT based on historically observed 
conditional growth percentile: 65 

Prior Achievement Band 3 (Ғ lower half of Approaches) 
Prior ELA SC READY score range: 360 ς 409 420 ς 469 450 ς 509 460 ς 519 520 ς 569 

Prior Math SC READY score range: 360 ς 409 410 ς 449 450 ς 489 460 ς 499 490 ς 539 

AVT based on historically observed 
conditional growth percentile: 70 

Prior Achievement Band 2 (Ғ upper half of Does Not Meet) 
Prior ELA SC READY score range: 320 ς 359 360 ς 419 410 ς 449 420 ς 459 470 ς 519 

Prior Math SC READY score range: 320 ς 359 370 ς 409 420 ς 449 420 ς 459 460 ς 489 

AVT based on historically observed 
conditional growth percentile: 75 

Prior Achievement Band 1 (Ғ lower half of Does Not Meet) 
Prior ELA SC READY score range: 100 ς 319 100 ς 359 100 ς 409 100 ς 419 100 ς 469 

Prior Math SC READY score range: 100 ς 319 100 ς 369 100 ς 419 100 ς 419 100 ς 459 

AVT based on historically observed 
conditional growth percentile: 

80 
Note: Because prior-year SC READY scores are rounded down to the nearest multiple of ten (10) 
before assigning the Added-Value Target (AVT), score ranges shown for Prior Achievement Bands do 
not correspond precisely to the performance level descriptors used for Academic Achievement. 

To find an individual studentôs target score, round down the vertical scale score (VSS) of their 

prior-year SC READY (whether ELA or Mathematics) to the nearest multiple of 10 and find that 

score in the gray, center column of Table 14. For the ELA SC READY, track to the left on that row 

to the studentôs current grade level to find growth targets for this yearôs test. Follow the same 

procedure for the Mathematics SC READY but track to the right to the current grade level to find 

growth targets for this yearôs test. The minimum VSS point gains that are needed to meet the 

MAT goal are shown in the unshaded column and gains needed to meet the AVT goal are shown 

in the shaded column. To find the target SC READY scores the student must obtain on this yearôs 

test, add the number of points shown in the appropriate half of Table 14 to the score that student 

earned on the prior year ELA or Mathematics SC READY. The specific steps are given with 

examples in the forthcoming How Rating Points are Earned for the Indicator section. 




























































































































































































































